Total intravenous anesthesia with propofol for transsternal thymectomy in myasthenia gravis.
Patients with myasthenia gravis (MG) represent a significant management problem for the anesthesiologist. Anesthetic concerns center on the MG patient's unpredictable response to muscle relaxants and increased susceptibility to postoperative respiratory failure, resulting in prolonged dependence on mechanical ventilation. We describe the first reported use of total intravenous anesthesia with propofol to provide satisfactory surgical conditions in two patients with MG undergoing trans-sternal thymectomy. Propofol is a suitable drug for intubation and continuous infusion anesthesia, allowing fine control of anesthetic depth, good operating conditions, and a recovery profile suitable for MG patients undergoing surgery.